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DEEPAWALI :  

October to January is considered in Tamil Nadu to be our ‘cool’ 
season with temperatures ranging from 24˚C to 30˚C which is a great 
relief after the searing temperature of April to September (known as 
the ‘hot’ season) when temperatures can easily reach and above 40˚C. 

Consequently all major religious festivals especially Hindu festivals 
are celebrated from October onwards. The most important of all these 
festivals for the Hindu is Deepawali which is celebrated in 
a grand manner all over the country.  

Although there are many stories told about the ‘origins’ of Deepawali, in its 
essence it celebrates the triumph of good over evil and that God whoever we 
think Him to be fights, with us against evil, so that good will eventually 
triumph. 

Parties are hold in homes and places of worship.  New clothes are bought for the family, 
where possible, gifts are exchanged and delicious food is prepared and eaten.  However, 
the heart of the celebration centers on Fireworks or ‘crackers’ especially the explosive 
kind!  The more noise they make the better in order to frighten away the evil spirits it is 
thought, as well as for the sheer joy experienced by all the children of making a great 
bang. 

As usual Rangammal students join in this festival with great enthusiasm and excitement 
together with our friends in the wider community. This year the ‘Vegan Rotary Club’ 
(there are eight different Rotary Clubs in Tiruvannamalai) helped us to celebrate in a 
grand manner. To entertain the children, they hired a conjurer from Chennai who 
delighted and amazed the children. In addition, they sponsored a ventriloquist and a 
group of balloon dancers who also gave great pleasure. 

The children from the school for the Deaf were joined by children 
from the mentally and physically challenged unit known as the 
‘Education and Therapy Centre’ plus our nursing students – all 
thoroughly enjoying themselves.  They too performed dances and 
other entertainment with their usual skill.  After this, a large bonfire 

was lit and the traditional fireworks let off – anxiously watched by the adults to ensure 
that the children came to no harm. 

The Vegan Rotary Club has also sponsored a delicious meal for all 
our children which was eaten after the firework show. We are deeply 
grateful to them for their interest and generosity.  The fact that they 
stayed and joined in the fun with us added to the joy of the children.  
Finally new clothes pants and T shirts for the boys and dresses for the 
girls were given to the children (donated by Vegan Rotary). 
 

Madam is always happy when the wider community not only donates for the 
children but stays and joins in the celebration and shares the happiness with us, 
thus setting a good example to the children that, as they grow, they too will learn 
to share with those less fortunate than themselves. 

OCTOBER 



 



NATIONAL PUMPKIN DAY:  
 

Pumpkin is a highly nutritious food easy to grow. In 

the past, it was one of the staple diets taken in the 

villages as it was easily grown even in a small area of 

ground. However food habits are changing and 

people now are ignoring the cheaply produced foods 

such as ragi, jaggary, pumpkin and other fruits and 

vegetables for the mass produced ‘convenience’ foods which are not only more 

expensive but high in carbohydrate and sugars. 

Bearing this in mind, the Government has started a campaign to re-popularise 

these traditional foods. Pumpkin is rich in both vitamins and essential minerals and 

is also very pleasant to eat. We grow them in our garden and make sure the 

children also enjoy them. The Government chose October 26 th as National 

Pumpkin Day. The children enthusiastically joined in and the teachers prepared a 

variety of foods containing pumpkin and displayed them in a common place. 

The dishes included pumpkin curry, pumpkin cake, pumpkin juice and pumpkin 

halwa (a sweet dish). Two visitors from the U.K. Mrs. Heather and Mr. Alan with 

Madam inaugurated the event. The children enjoyed the dishes very much. 

During the Tamil month of ‘Margazhi’ the people use the pumpkin flower (a bright 

yellow flower) to decorate the entrance to their house together with patterns in 

different bright coloured chalks called ‘Rangoli’. 



 



SPORTS DAY:  

In October, our students 8th Standard and above, 

participated in a District Level Sports Day for the 

physically and Mentally Challenged. It was held in the 

Collectorate Sports ground, the Chief Guest being the 

District Collector Mr. Kandasami. 

All the children attending schools in the District for the Differently Abled i.e. Hearing 

Impaired, Mentally and Physically Challenged and Blind were eligible to take part. 

Various athletic events were included e.g. running, long jump, short put, etc. and also 

traditional games e.g. Kabadi. 

The children did very well.  They came second or third in most events but 

unfortunately none of our children achieved first place in any event for 

which they were extremely disappointed. The next morning after prayer 

time, Madam congratulated them and distributed the medals and prizes 

and told them we were very proud of their achievements. 

However the fact that nobody got first prize in any event was a great 

disappointment for the children.  They are very competitive and however 

much Madam assured them that it is the participating that matters and as long as we do 

our best, this is all that was expected, they remained so and are determined to get first 

prize in all events ‘next time’.   

SCHOOL SPORTS DAY 

The younger members of our school family 1st to 7th Standard were very disappointed 

that they could not compete in the District Sports Day.  Therefore, we held a Sports Day 

for them in the school ground. 

Madam inaugurated the event.  One Hundred and Twenty students participated with 

events conducted class wise. As well as the traditional events running and long jump, etc. 

there were games for the little ones – sack race, filling the bottle, musical chairs, etc. 

The little ones are very talented and eager to participate.  They too got prizes 1st, 2nd, and 

3rd presented by the General Manager, H.R.O. and Madam. 



 



DEAF ENABLED FOUNDATION:  

 

Some of our children took part in a competition 

organized by the ‘Deaf Enabled Foundation’ 

which was started in 2009 in North India, but later 

spread to many other parts of India, Chennai, 

Hyderabad, Mumbai, etc.   

It s stated aim was to fight for wider job opportunities for the hearing 

impaired by giving computer education, leadership training and other 

vocational training free of cost, but principally lobbying the Government 

for compulsory job allocation for the hearing impaired especially in 

Government administered services, hospital, schools, civil service, etc.  

Already 3% of all such jobs should be allocated to the 

physically/mentally challenged but this rule is not always followed. 

In order to publicize its work, a series of competitions were held all over the country for 

the hearing impaired.  One such venue was Pondicherry.  The children from Rangammal 

participated in the competitions, drawing, dancing, essay writing, quizzes, etc. 

Our children did very well and won 1st and 2nd prizes in both the 

drawing competitions and the quiz competition. The Helen Keller 

award for the best student was won by Narayanamoorthi studying in 

10th STD in our School, so we are all very proud of him. The children 

also benefitted by mixing with a wide group of children from different 

States so being exposed to a deep understanding of the challenges they 

may experience and how they may triumph over them. 

 



 



BOOMI POOJA: 
As we know, India is considered to be a secular country in the 
sense that all its citizens are freely allowed to practice whatever 
religion they follow without any official or political hindrance. 
For the majority of the population (over 80%) this means the 
Hindu faith.  In this present day, it is often difficult for the 
secular Societies of the West to understand how all embracing 
this faith is, and how it dominates all aspects of their lives i.e. 

their diet, their place in the caste system, their access to Government employment, whom they 
shall marry, on what date they shall marry, etc. etc.   

Other religions i.e. the Muslim faith, Christianity, Buddhism, etc. are seen as minority 
religions and for the most part are respected but inevitably clashes arise from time to time 
amongst the adherents of different faiths. In Rangammal Memorial School for the Deaf, we 
have a small Christian Chapel and each morning we gather, Christians, Hindus, Muslims, to 
ask God’s blessing and guidance for the coming day.  This is by no means a compulsory thing, 
but the great majority are happy to attend. 

However Madam has long thought for those whose ways and systems of worship differ, we 
should have a small temple dedicated to one of the Hindu Gods for the use of children and 
staff.  She put this idea to the staff and it was greeted with great enthusiasm and an offer, by 
the staff, to pay for its construction themselves. 

In October, the foundations were dug and Boomi Pooja (pooja means prayer) was performed 
by the builders in which Madam, staff and children took part. In the teachings of the Hindu 
faith, all life is seen as sacred.  In digging of the foundations, many small creatures will die, so 
in asking God’s blessing on the construction, the priest, will in effect, ask pardon to these 
creatures.  For many Westerners, this is hard to understand but may be St. Francis of Assisi 
had some similar glimmering of these beliefs when he talked of Brother Sun and Sister Moon 
and Brother Wolf, etc. and preached his sermon to the birds as legend has it! 

This small temple is due to be completed in January 2018.  It is built beside a large banyan 
tree (which is sacred to the Hindus) and in effect is not a building but a shrine allowing people 
to pay homage.  In the Hindu pantheon, Lord Vinayaga is very popular in Tamilnadu, so he is 
the God that has been chosen. 

Our Lady’s statue which was blessed by Bishop Konstant when he visited us is situated very 
near, so God can be, and is, honoured in many ways by children and staff. 

MRS.HEATHER’S FAREWELL:  

In this month, we had the pleasure of welcoming two visitors from the 
U.K. Mrs. Heather and her husband Mr. Alan. 

Mrs. Heather is a very experienced Paediatric Physiotherapist and her 
main contribution was her work with the physically challenged children 
in the I.E.T.C. (Integral Education and Therapy Centre).  The couple 
stayed in the school for the deaf but worked very closely with Miss. 
Celine – Occupational Therapist and other staff members in the IETC.   

She shared her knowledge and expertise in a very dedicated manner, especially with Miss. 
Celine, Mr. Alan taught us the skills of making furniture table, chairs, etc. out of cardboards 
and was enthusiastically helped by some of our older mentally challenged boys. The children 
enjoyed their visit and learnt a lot from them.  We look forward to their next visit in February 
2018. 



 



 

SWT MEMBERS VISIT: 

 

The highlight of November as usual was the annual visit of members of the Sylvia Wright 
Trust from the U.K.  This year Mr. Tony Allinson – President was accompanied by Mr. 
Tom Cullinan.  

The children welcomed them in the habitual way on their arrival and were delighted to 
welcome them in their classrooms also, where they observed the students progress.  

The visitors had a wonderful time talking to their sponsored children and assessing all the 
children’s progress and distributing gifts brought from the U.K.  The children had great 
pleasure sharing their life at Rangammal. 

A visit was arranged for Mr. Tom Cullinan to visit the home of his sponsored child plus 
two other homes of children studying at Rangammal.  The families of the children love 
these visits and it gives the English visitors an opportunity to experience and share the 
daily family life of children who attend our school. 

As usual meetings were held with Madam and all the teachers including those who are 
working in the Audiology Department to assess the speech development of our youngest 
children and the improvement that has been made since the speech therapist joined our 
staff. 

CRICKET MATCH: 

An established event – The annual cricket match between India and England was also 
held, an event which was eagerly anticipated by our students especially the boys. 

Mr. Tony Allinson always captains England and our Indian boys draw lots as to who will 
play for England and who will play for India.  The best player is then picked as the 
Captain.  In past years, India was invariably the winner, but last year England won by one 
run and this year England had a resounding victory winning by 30 runs against India. 

Some of England’s ‘official’ Cricket team, may be, should have had a word with them 
before they went to Australia! 

NOVEMBER NOVEMBER 



 



ANNUAL DAY: 

 
The staff and students of RMSD took this 

opportunity to celebrate their Annual Day.  

Again Mr. Tony Allinson and Mr. Tom 

Cullinan were chief guests. 

 

 

Mr. Raja – Headmaster gave his annual report succinctly outlining 

the educational progress of the children during this year and the 

improvements that have been made both to the building and the 

grounds. He illustrated his talk with appropriate video presentation. 

 

The children gave their usual talented dance programme 

which was as always greatly appreciated by the visitors. 

Students who had done well both academically and on the 

playing field were presented with their well earned prizes. 

 



 



I.E.T.C. INAGURATION:  

One of the main reasons the visitors came this November 

was to be present at the official opening of our Integrated 

Education and Therapy Centre. 

 

Many foreign visitors who are staying at the Ashram in 

Tiruvannamalai attended the opening plus the District 

Collector and other local dignitaries.  Mr. Tony 

Allinson was Chief Guest from the U.K. plus M/S Lee 

Morgan from U.S.A. who acts as professional advisor 

and has also been instrumental in raising money for its 

construction through her charity ‘A Ray of Hope’ 

based in the U.S.A.  

 

The visitors were very impressed with the architect designed 

building the highlights of which are the Hydrotherapy pool and 

the garden which gives an atmosphere of peace and serenity and 

in which the children love to play. 

The District Disabled and Rehabilitation Officer Mrs. Janci was 

also present and students from IETC and school for the Deaf gave 

dance performances which were much admired.   

 

Miss. Preethi, who following an accident when she was in her late 

teens is paralysed from the neck downwards was another guest of 

honour.She is an inspiration for us all and has founded an NGO 

dedicated to improving the services for people with quadriplegia so 

they can live a full and useful life in spite of their disabilities as 

there is very little provision for the young quadriplegics in 

Tamilnadu.  



 



 
VISIT OF THE DISTRICT JUDGE: 

In early December, we had an unexpected visit from the Senior District Judge Mr. 

Magizhendi and the District Legal Service Authority Officer Mr. Rajagopal. 
 

They had both newly taken up these very important and influential posts in 

the District and had heard so much about the school they wanted to visit it.  

They were accompanied by Mrs. Janci our DDRO (District Disabled and 

Rehabilitation Officer).   

After a quick tour of the school, all the children were assembled in 

the Auditorium (they even managed to gather a bouquet of flowers 

from the garden to present to our guests) and Madam, Mr. Raja – 

H.M. and Mr. Vijayan – D.D. (who happened to have come to give a 

lecture on psychology to the nursing students) gave brief talks on the 

aims and objectives of the school and its educational record. 

The children as always gave an improptue entertainment 

which much impressed our guests. Mr. Magizhendi spoke 

about the legal position of the differently abled and what the 

Government is trying to do to improve their lot. He was very 

impressed with our children and their general attitude of 

joy, friendliness and happiness even though they had to come 

to terms with difficulties others may not have to face. 

Following this visit, Madam thought it might be a good idea to arrange a 

visit  for our children to the ‘Judges Chambers’ and Court House in the new 

year to witness the local legal administration in action.  Mr. Magizhendi 

seemed very receptive to this suggestion. 

DECEMBER 



 



AWARENESS PROGRAMME: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Although the legal provisions for the Disabled in India are gradually improving and small 
pensions have been introduced for children and adults who are registered disabled, the 
average villager knows little about them. 

Consequently the DDRO Mrs. Janci has organized a series of ‘Awareness Programmes’ in 
various Districts.  Leaflets outlining the provisions and what an individual has to do to 
avail themselves of these provisions have been printed.  The teachers and children from 
Rangammal have taken part in a number of these programme which are held, with the 
permission of the Village President, in the evening time, when work is finished for the day. 

On December 6th, such a programme was organized in the village of Mekkalur, about 20 
kms from the school.  The DDRO Mrs. Jansi, Madam, H.M. Mr. Raja and five teachers 
and 51 students participated in this programme. 

A stage was erected and Madam inaugurated the programme and then accompanied by 
the DDRO, teachers and children, toured the village distributing leaflets outlining the 
different services available.  The villagers were very interested and a large crowd gathered 
in front of the stage, so the information could be shared. 

Initially both Madam and Mrs. Janci were honoured with shawls in the traditional way.  
The crowd was very excited that Madam attended as many know her from the hospital 
and her early work in the villages in the 1980s.  Some of the mothers and fathers told her 
that they had known her when they themselves were children and she had come to give 
them nutritional supplements and weigh and measure them.  It made her feel very old, she 
said! 

One of our students Naresh Kumar studying in 9th STD celebrated his birthday on that 
day so a cake had been provided which he cut and distributed to the audience.  All sang 
‘Happy Birthday’ with great gusto.  The Village President, another Mr. Raja, knew 
Madam very well and he joined fully in the programme and provided a delicious meal 
which both children and staff attended.  

The children gave their usual excellent dance performance which always impresses the 
people and Mr. Raja – H.M. introduced some of our senior boys and girls who had scored 
very high marks in the public exams. 

One of the major reasons for this type of programme is not only to help the people to be 
aware of the legal provisions the differently abled are now entitled to but to integrate 
more and more the differently abled into our society as ‘equal’ and enable them to live a 
full and happy life, contributing to Society and able to hold their own in so many fields.  



 



HONORING THE RANGAMMAL TEACHERS: 

 

Rangammal School is situated in a very rural area on land which prior to 1996 (when we 
built the school) had been largely barren and uncultivated ‘the haunt of snakes and 
scorpions’. 

The nearest village is SAMMANDANUR, 2 KMS away and the school is surrounded by 
farm land. In 1999 an Engineering College was built on thirty acres of land directly in 
from of our school and gradually some of the agricultural land is being developed for 
housing purposes. 

About a mile from our school, the Path Global Public School was built.  It 
is a free paying school from UKG to 12th Standard and is largely attended 
by children who come from a high social background.  The curriculum 
they teach is the National Curriculum which is different from the State 
curriculum taught in the Government Schools.  

Prior to Deepawali, the Head Teacher requested a visit to our school, bringing a group of 
her students and teachers.  They visited all the classrooms and saw the teachers at work 
and Madam gave a talk both to the teachers and children on the causes of deafness and 
the difficulties faced by the children in communication skills and consequent job 
opportunities.  The fact that the children are taught English and Computer skills and can 
hold their own in the public examinations made a great impression on both teachers and 
students. 

Consequently Madam and the teachers were invited to a function organized by the Head 
Teacher and teachers serving in the Path School.  It was held to honour both Madam and 
the Rangammal Teachers for the selfless and difficult work they undertake in order that 
the hearing impaired children have equal opportunities for further education and job 
possibilities on their leaving colleges. 

The Head Teacher spoke warmly about our school and how she had been inspired by what 
she saw.The Path School teachers had organized an improptue cultural programme to 
entertain us and a delicious meal to round off the evening. 

We left with many promises to continue the ‘partnership’ in 2018 and develop even closer 
ties between our children and their hearing counterparts. 



 



CHRISTMAS:  

This year the children broke up for their Christmas holidays on Saturday 23rd Dec and 
will return on 3rd January, so our ‘supposed’ Christmas celebration was held on Friday 
23rd Dec and as usual it was an eagerly anticipated and very enjoyable day. 

As always, we started with High Mass in the Auditorium which had been specially 
decorated by staff and children and looked very beautiful. 

The choir consisted of Hindus and Christians both Catholic and Protestants, who had 
been practicing for many weeks and sang beautifully. 

Fr. Saul, a Salesian priest celebrated the Mass for us.  He has been a 
great friend of ours for many years and was instrumental in helping us 
set up our IT Lab and continues to advise and guide us to continually 
develop this facility. 

The offertory procession was made up of representatives from our three 
units, the nursing students, children from the school for the Hearing 

Impaired and for the first time children from the IETC.  They felt very proud. 

After Mass, we had our traditional Christmas Lunch – chicken not turkey, at which we 
were joined by staff from the hospital and members of RMRS and various well wishers 
from the town who had generously helped us during the year. 

Our professional cook was a Muslim who runs a catering firm in the town and is very 
popular for weddings and other functions.  He gave his services free of cost. 

In the afternoon we had our usual Christmas Concert with performances from students 
from our three units, the school for the deaf, students from IETC, nursing students, etc.   
All of them, with the help of their teachers, had practiced their performances and were 
excellent. 

Miss. Mehar Taj is our main dance trainer.  She herself suffered from Polio 
as a child but has a great sense of rhythm and inspires the children to give 
of their best. 

The depiction of the Nativity was acted by our children as usual and was very moving. 
However the climax of the programme was the eagerly awaited visit of Fr. Christmas, who 
as usual distributed gifts to all the children and danced with Madam! 

On the following day – Dec 24th, the children broke up for the Christmas and New Year 
holidays and will return on January 3rd 2018.  

 



 



STUDENTS ANALYSIS BY MADAM:  

As you know, our school is recognized as a Higher Secondary School by the Tamil 
Nadu Government. We follow the same syllabus laid down by the Education 
Department for ‘regular’ schools and the children take the same examinations as 
children in regular schools.  No concession is made. 

They are prepared for the 10th standard public examinations (more or less the 
equivalent of the old ‘O’ levels in the U.K.).  After two more years of study, they take 12th standard 
examinations (roughly equivalent to ‘A’ levels in the U.K.). 

Depending on the exam results at 12th standard, they may continue further education at University 
or College.  Those who have financial difficulties, we can help through the Bursary Fund founded 
by the family of Dennis and Frances McCauley in their memory. 

Most children elect to study B.Com, which includes computer skills and application.  In other 
schools for the Hearing Impaired, the children are excused a second language, i.e. English.  
However, Madam feels that being able to read and write fluently in English, even if they cannot 
speak it, will improve the child’s job prospects.  Consequently, English is taught from five years of 
age and the children take English as an exam at 10th and 12th standard. Half yearly exams are held 
in early December for all standards from 1st – 12th Std. 
 
 

The teachers and Madam go carefully through the answer papers 
and note the academic strengths and weaknesses of each child (we 
have 220 children at the moment) and appropriate action is taken, 
e.g.  individual tuition, extra tuition, etc. 
 

The children on the whole, are very competitive and 1st, 2nd and 3rd 
places are fiercely contested.   They are examined in five subjects – 
Tamil, English, Maths, Science (which includes Physics and 
Chemistry) and Social Science which covers Geography and History,  
plus Computer skills. 
 
In 11th and 12th standard, Computer Science, Economics and Commerce are taught and English 
and Tamil are studied.  Any child, who shows exceptional talent in Physics and Chemistry and is 
interested in these subjects, will have them added to their curriculum – if they wish – but few do! 

This year, the half yearly results from 1st to 9th standard were good with no failures in any subject 
(but some only just scraped through!). 

In 10th Standard, we had 3 failures.  One child in Tamil, English and Maths, 
two children in Maths. In 11th standard, all passed but no child scored 
outstanding marks. In 12th standard, 3 children failed Commerce and 
Accountancy. 

These children will receive extra tuition.  However, many children in all 
standards did extremely well.  



 



Pictures of the “Toppers” appear below 

  

On the whole, the children and teachers work very hard to ensure each child is able 
to fulfill his academic potential.  Unemployment rate among the young is very high 
in India and those who fail in the public exams are at a great disadvantage. 

The way of teaching is very reminiscent of the 1950s system in the UK but 
gradually the emphasis is changing and children are being encouraged to question, 
analyse and debate and open their minds to the world around them. 

Both Madam and all the Teachers feel that education should be an enjoyable and 
happy experience for all the children, where hidden talents are discovered and 
encouraged, be it academic, sporting, artistic or in any other field. Our aim is that 
the children remember their school days in a very positive manner as having 
equipped them not only educationally, but with other essential life skills. 

 

STD.I 

 
Jayalakshmi   

362/400 

STD.II 

 
Mohammed Kathir 

379/400 

STD.III 

 
C.Gurumoorthy 

 456/500 

STD.IV 

 

 

     

 

P.Madesh  

458/500 

STD.V 

 
G.Gayathri 
423/500 

STD.VI A 

 
K.Keerthana 

423/500 

STD.VI B 

 
A.Adithiyan 

401/500 

STD.VII A 

 
E.Janani  
442/500 

STD.VII B 

 
R.Illaya Kumar  

381/500 

STD.VII C 

 
D.Balaji 

354/500 

STD.VIII A 

 

V.Kokila 
465/500 

STD.VIII B 

      
S.Subha  

471/500 

STD.VIII C 

 
Harini  

465/500 

STD.IX A 

 

S.Monika  
465/500 

STD.IX B 

 
M.Sangeethava

ni  
445/500 

STD.IX C 

 
M.Mani  

435/500 

STD.X A 

 
P. Muthaiah 

376/500 

STD.X B 

 

C.Narayanamoorthi 
321/500 

STD. XI  

 
P.Kannan 
 702/1200 

STD.XII 

 
D.Pandiyan 
 766/1200 



OUR GRATEFUL THANKS: 

As we come to the end of 2017, we would all – Madam, the Head 

Teacher Mr. Raja, Mrs. Alamelu (who works so hard and organizing this 

Magazine), all the teachers and children from the School for the 

Hearing Impaired and the children from the Centre for the Physically 

and Mentally Challenged, take this opportunity to say a big 

THANK YOU 

for your unstinted support throughout the year.  It is a great delight 

for the children to receive Birthday Cards, Christmas Cards and gifts 

of various kinds from their friends and sponsors in England and other 

countries in the world which now includes India itself. 

In the past most of the children were not familiar with birthday cards 

or Christmas cards, but now they eagerly look forward to receiving 

them and it is a great delight for us to see the pleasure it brings – so 

‘GOD BLESS US EVERYONE’ 

And may 2018 be a year of joy, peace and happiness for us all. 

                               Madam, Staff and Children 

 
 

 


